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Play is the key way children learn about themselves, others and the world they live in. It is essential  
to their learning, development, health, and physical, mental and social well-being – and it’s FUN!  
Play provides the building blocks to be ready for school.

Playgroup WA has a treasure trove of play activities for babies, toddlers and 3-5 year olds,
for home and playgroup. These play activities cover a balanced diet of play  

across sensory, movement, language and thinking skill areas.    
You can find them at www.playgroupwa.com.au/playideas or visit www.facebook.com/playgroupwa

CHILD

Sorting objects or pictures into sets and 
subsets builds thinking and reasoning 
skills and early maths concepts.
 
Did you know?
As children get used to sorting things into groups they can 
start to explain how things are the same and different. It is 
easier for children to explain how things are different than it 
is to explain similarities. 
Add language
Talk about similarities and differences between things in 
more detail, using more specific language e.g. use more 
complex category labels and groups within a broader 
category. 
Talk about and ask occasional questions about what they 
are made of, what they are used for, or where they are 
found as ways of getting them thinking e.g. “What is the 
same about a horse and a chair?”, “What else is made of 
metal?”. 
Other development
Using objects or pictures to sort into sets, sub-sets or 
unusual groupings helps build thinking, reasoning and 
memory skills e.g. grouping animals into pets, farm 
animals, or wild animals; into those with feathers,

fur, or fins; into insects, reptiles, or mammals; or into ocean 
animals, jungle animals, or desert animals.
Counting objects within groups helps your child learn early 
number concepts.

Sorting Games


